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Stock epithets are adjectiy
point out special traits of
persons or things. In Homer, stock

epithets are often compound adjectives
as the “swift-footed” used to descrihe Ach?}i'

€s thy
Particyl,

Kennings are poetic synonyms found in
Germanic poems, such as the Anglo-Saxon s,
Beowulf. Rather than being an adjective, I,
epithet, a kenning is a descriptive phrase o
compound word that substitutes for a nou &
example, in Beowulf “the Almighty’s enemy’
and “sin-stained demon” are two kennings |
are used in place of Grendel’s name.

Stock epithets and kennings were building
blocks that a poet could recite while turning®
attention to the next line or stanza. Epithst
an added advantage—they were designed oz
metrically into specific parts of the lines of e
In skillful hands, these “formulas” helped®
establish tone and reinforce essentials of
character and setting.

Characteristics of an Epic
Epics from different languages and 0m e
eristic
Kennings, for example, are not found 17
Homer’s epics. However, the followi"s
characteristics are shared by most CPMA’H
whether they were composed orally o

—

The

1 the Middle Ages or last year, in
1

writing, h or in Slovak:

The ep

Englis ‘ ’
old enerally a male, is of noble bur.th  sung b
' Th;'h ;r:'oiition and often of great historical mudm 8

] r
:: Ie:endary importance. . : :st r:
The hero’s character traits reflect important sl
ideals of his society. popms

courageous—sometimes

rforms
The hero P deeds that reflect the

even superhuman—

values of the era. .
The actions of the hero often determine the

fate of a nation or group of people. .

The setting is vast in scope, often involving

more than one nation.

The poet uses formal diction and a serious tone.

« Major characters often deliver long, formal
speeches.

« The plot is complicated by supernatural
beings or events and may involve a long and
dangerous journey through foreign lands.

« The poem reflects timeless values, such as

courage and honor.

+ The poem treats universal themes, such as
good and evil or life and death.

Strategies for Reading: The Epic

1. Notice which characteristics of epics appear in 7. Whe
the poem you are reading. (pa

2. Decide what virtues the hero embodies. Rea
1:. Decide |f the epic’s values are still held today. fom
. ?hetenmn.e the hero’s role in bringing about any 8. Mo
.- anges in fortune for the characters. they
» Use a list or diagram to kee, Ren
E S, p track of the Rea

§. Ifa passage confuses you, go back and e

Summarize the main idea of the passage.




